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ANABAPTIST POLITICAL
THEOLOGY AFTER MARPECK

Edited by J. Denny Weaver, Gerald J. Mast, and Trevor Bechtel
C. Henry Smith Series 13

Summary: Addressing sixteenth-century Anabaptist leader Pilgram Marpeck's
thought and life, this volume's 11 authors explore Marpeck's significance for
his own time and today. Contributors include Matthew Eaton, Scott Holland,
Trevor George Hunsberger Bechtel, Duane K. Friesen, Javan Lapp, Gerald ].
Mast, Joanna Lawrence Shenk, Anthony G. Siegrist, Philip E. Stoltzfus, ]. Denny
Weaver. Anabaptist Theology After Marpeck models engaging history and using
theology to understand contemporary public concerns.

“In recent years scholarship on Pilgram Marpeck, and the Covenanter commu-

nity to which he belonged, has undergone a profound transformation. This col-

lection of creative essays explore one dimension of that new research, high-

lighting especially Marpeck's ongoing relevance to the pressing question of the

church's witness in the public square. I highly recommend this book.”

—John D. Roth, Professor of History, Goshen College; Director; Mennonite Histori-
cal Library; and Editor, Mennonite Quarterly Review

“More than a decade in the making, this is an excellent foray into the thought
of Anabaptist theologian, Pilgram Marpeck. Looking back to this sixteenth-
century figure, whose influence was nearly lost to history for four centuries,
we find insight into how to keep Jesus central as the church seeks to carry out a
faithful witness in the world. As such, the essays here can help Christians nav-
igate our own time, fraught as it is with dubious alliances between Christianity
and all manner of worldly distractions—from the disembodied spirituality of
therapeutic deism, to support for supposedly ‘just wars’ on terror, to the auton-
omy of the individual, to partisan captivity of the Christian witness, to pop-
ulist demagoguery.”

—Barry Hankins, Professor of History, Baylor University; Editor, Journal of Church

and State; Author, Baptists in America: A History

Market: Scholars, professors, and graduate students; all interested in Anabap-
tist-Mennonite theology, Pilgram Marpeck, and contemporary expressions of
Anabaptism.

Shelving: Theology—Anabaptist, Mennonite. History—Anabaptist, Men-
nonite, Reformation. BISAC: Religion, Social Sciences, Philosophy. RTM: 690
Religion/Ethics

The Editors

J. Denny Weaver is Professor Emeritus of Religion at Bluffton University.
Gerald J. Mast is Professor of Communication at Bluffton University. Trevor
Bechtel is Pastor of Shalom Community Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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