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EAST OF LIBERAL
Notes on the Land

Raylene Hinz-Penner
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Summary: Through elements of memoir, history, and philosophy of land use,
a lover of her Mennonite farm childhood looks critically at farming’s impact
on the land, comparing settler values of land ownership to those of first peo-
ples who see themselves as owned by the sacred homeland.

"Beautiful and deeply researched, this meditation on a farm on the Oklahoma
panhandle took a lifetime to write. From the Inland Sea, to Coronado’s ex-
ploits, to Comancheria, to the Dust Bowl, to her parents bent on farming after
World War II, it is a love song to place and the story of one thoughtful per-
son’s change of heart and mind. Structured by the seasons—like the liturgy or
life on the land—this book is made to savor.  See if it doesn’t change you too.”
—Julia Spicher Kasdorf, Author, As Is

“Hinz-Penner offers an engaging personal and political narrative that ex-
plores the contradictions, myths, and resilience of what we call her landlines,
bloodlines, and songlines. Her memoir includes helpful distillations of signif-
icant historical periods and patterns of Mennonite migrations and Indige-
nous and settler histories. I hope it will inspire other settlers to venture their
own decolonial re-memberings.”
—Elaine Enns, co-author of Healing Haunted Histories: A Settler Discipleship

of Decolonization

“From her youthful perch atop the perfectly stacked alfalfa bales, Penner looks
over the sandy soil of the family’s dairy farm to the horizons and ponders the
mysteries, the spirits of former residents. In rich prose and poetry, the author
explores her places of origin and dares to probe the mythologies that have
long sustained her people.”
—-John Sharp, Author, My Calling to Fulfill: The Orie O. Miller Story

Market: Anyone interested in a memoir about having, as Hinz-Penner puts it,
“mythologized my heritage as the legacy of a people purified by the fires of
martyrdom, simple hardworking farmers looking for refuge from the state.
The story is not that simple.”

Shelving: Memoir, autobiography—Mennonite/Anabaptist; Indigenous Peo-
ples; History of Kansas, BISAC: Autobiography; History, Religion. RTM: 170
Autobiography; 690 Religion/Ethics.
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Raylene Hinz-Penner was born and raised in southwest Kansas near Liberal,
with extended family and emotional roots in central Oklahoma. For decades
she taught English at Bethel College, her alma mater (along with Kansas Uni-
versity in Lawrence and Wichita State University). She is the author of Search-
ing for Sacred Ground: The Journey of Chief Lawrence Hart, Mennonite (Cascadia,
2007). 

https://www.CascadiaPublishingHouse.com/eol/eol.htm
https://www.CascadiaPublishingHouse.com/eol/eol.htm
https://www.amazon.com/East-Liberal-Notes-Dreamseeker-Memoir/dp/1680270222/ref=monarch_sidesheet
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/east-of-liberal-raylene-hinz-penner/1142613957?ean=9781680270228
https://www.CascadiaPublishingHouse.com/eol/eol.htm
https://www.bookdepository.com/East-Liberal-Raylene-Hinz-Penner/9781680270228?ref=grid-view&qid=1668803893952&sr=1-1
https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=east+of+liberal%3A+notes+on+the+land

